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George Al-Akiki

| THEIR w

rawn of thorns” tonsares
the Linle Frars and Lirtle
Muiris of Jesus and Mary anc
not your ordinary religious
comminity

were asking me i 1
| seen the “Jed] sand ped
wpghed Erlar lJohn Po

v vege they talking
about? Sand people? Then
I saw this community golng
up the escalator | thouggh

d
Oh, that's who they mean

“1 |t had 1o Hgure oul
who they were and so | went
up 1o Sr Caterina Curth and

he explained

MNow visiting, Sydney from
the Diocese of Houma-Thi
bodaux in Lowtsiana. Fr An
tondo Farmugia along with Sr
Caterlnn and Friar lohn are
at St Catherine Laboture in
Gvmea for & series of ralks
and o spintual retreat for
Catholles in Sydniy

The friars’ and puns'
habits might remind pas
sershy  of space monks
Trom o palaxy Bar far away,

their spirituality diows
i from the first Car
nelites and early Francls
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o find out more and go 1
RCIA"

The community was
founded 25 years ago by S
cilian Priar Volantino Verde
o former night club manage:.
building contractor and svid
motorbike enthusiast.

After wouble with the
“mafia® he planned to take
Justice Into his own hands
when a radical conversion
stopped him

Tom between two paths
Chirist appearcd 10 Volanti
no in a dream and revealed
what his future would ool
like if he ook up the call
which he did soon after m
Sicily.

Now the US communi-
tv Hve “down the bayow” a
tribartary off the Mississippi
populated by a mix of Na-
tive Americans, Jocal Cajuns
and wealthy summes house
TWTHETS

8 for over 90 years

TREVOR LEE & SON

Trevor kee & Son & 2 family business that has helped families
(elebrate and remember their loved ones for over 90 years.
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F1 Antonio

Custodio at 51 Catherine Laboure in Gymea.

# & Asthe culture becomes more disillusioned,

| &e

people are naturally disappointed ... That's

why this robust witness is so prophetic.

"We've had a lot ol dilli
culties, as relighous conumu
nities often do. 11's the labour
pains of giving birth 1o g new
reality —we've been through
a lot of them over the last 25
yoars” Fr Antooio said

“But wo think in the last
five years, the child well and
truly has been bam and is
growing healthy ™

Ihe Litle Friars were o
nonically approved by the
Catholic church in May 2019
and now include more than

Fr Greg Morgan

W members across seven
different dioceses In Italy
USA, Mexico and Brazil.

That  Includes  Louisi-
sna-bom Sr Caterina, who
wanied to be a nun for as long
s shie could remember. Rath-
or than “why,” it was only a
matter af which community.

“I think my parents fig-
ured out my vocation before
I even did” she sald,

“l originally didn’t want 1o
stay in Houma-Thibodaux. |
didn’t like the swamp, with

the mud, the bumdday e
MOSGUIToR

1 wanted (o get oot and
was looking perhaps h Eng
Landd or other parts of the US

but as the Lord would have
i, he ended up calling me
right back 1o my hometown

The wrip is o happy retun
for Fr Antonin, who wo
bom and ralsed in Adelaide,
before Lie had a chanee en
counter with the founder
while on an overseas trip
after graduating froom an
W |“"I|
“When 1 left Austrolin. |
reime ¢ that there wasn't
@ lot going on in faith-based

areas and so iUs great to see
this thirst now reignited in
the culiure,” Fr Antonio said.

Parish priest Fr Greg Mot
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S Caterina and Friar John from the Little Friars and Little Nuns of Jesus and Mary with Fr Greg Morgan ; u.rl Fr Noed
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gan sl thinr g
e wisit 1o the
Shrire
Wou might be Tl
wilh seCing jirt
definitely d

Iriars” he said
"As the culiur
more disillusione

whelming
Thar's why this robu
witness Is so prophet

o see I
this is the lm-l 1

ness wie need. The Lot
responds to L I
hungry for it”

ORGAN APPEAI.

Restoration and Installation
of an Historic Pipe Organ

by cheque or by Credit Card through PayPal.
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