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sister Caterina professes perpetual vows
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One vear at camp, Mother Superior af quired a bag of
hols m;.d“h_ and one of them eontained a relic. She let
each of us “nun-campers’ choose a medal at random 1
<o who would get the relic. I made a prayer that went
omething like this: “Lord. 1 want to be a nun. but if
vou also want this for me, I want the relic”™ And »
i-:_-ii]]jk_ln(_"(“ [ got the relic and wore it for many years as a
sign of my vocation.

The next major hurdle in discernment was figuring out
which religious community I was called to. There wers
not many options within this diocese, and resources for
discernment were also very limited, so I began searching
elsewhere, In 2010, as I was about to enter my sophomors
yvear at Vandebilt Catholic High School in Houma — the
Lord arranged for me to meet someone. This meeting
would pave the way for truly understanding my voeation
One Sunday at my home parish of the Cathedral of St
Francis de Sales in Houma, a friar was present for Mass
— a friar named Antonio who had a distinctive circular
haircut and a bizarre Australian-Italian accent. I once
again couldn't resist the opportunity to speak with
visiting religious, so after Mass I shared with him my
profound desire to consecrate myself to the Lord. He
spoke a little about his community of the Little Friars
and Little Nuns of Jesus and Mary, in particular about
their radical vow of poverty and their hitchhiking as a
means of evangelization. My heart was set ablaze with
the question: I want to radically give myself to the Lord
like that! But, could I actually do it?

The next vear, I met this same friar along with the
Founder of the community, Frar Volantino, agamn
at Mass at St, Francis. Finally, as they had officially
decided to open houses in our diocese, this friar returned
with two sisters, and they were there again at Mass!
When 1 saw the sisters, it was like love at first sight
On the drive home, I officially declared to my family 1
think this is the community 1 will join.” After finishing
l.“’*'h school and rushing through a bachelor's degree
fom Nicholls State University in Thibodaux, | entered
this religious community in September 2016. After other
Powerful signs of confirmation from the Lord WO Over
81X years of formation, 1 had the honor of professing my
and obedience on

F;“"l‘*'lllul vows of poverty, chastity BC
YN, 1, 2023, at the altar of this beloved cathedral
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